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was not much higher than in India. But the translation of technical
inventions into industrial plants laid the foundation for a rapid
rise in levels of living in these countries. Most of the industrial
countries of to-day attained an annual rate of growth of about 2
per cent in per capita output. Consequently in a century and a
half, in which India almost stagnated, these countries increased the
economic well-being of their average inhabitant some seven to
ten-fold. The wide disparity that we now find in the levels of living
in many of the less industrialized countries, such as India, and
the industrial countries of the world appeared in this century.
The knowledge of our own backwardness and the high potential
for development came to form the basis of the desires, intentions
and plans of the poor countries to narrow this gap as rapidly as
possible. To attain an annual per capita rate of economic growth
significantly above that in the richer countries came to be accepted
as the test of economic success for the countries that were left be-
hind. With all the vast treasure-house of technological knowledge
that is awaiting assimilation, the pace of our advance in the last
decade has been no higher than that at the dawn of economic
growth in the present-day industrial countries a century ago.
in the fitties
Coming to more recent times, the fifties were a period of unparal-
leled rapid economic growth in many countries of the world. After
a decade of depression in the thirties and a destructive war there-
after, there was a tremendous economic spurt. Pre-war levels of
living were surpassed in the late forties or early fifties and nearly
doubled by 1960. Germany, Japan, Italy and France in the western
world and most of the countries in the socialist world attained
an average annual rate of economic growth of 6 to 10 per cent.
On the other hand, the countries which were the richest—United
States, Great Britian and Denmark-^ the pre-war world, advanced
slowly. India together with many other poor countries had the
doubtful privilege of being in thercaravan of the slow-moving rich.
In the decade that has just come to an end, the economic dis-
tance that separated India from most of Western Europe, Eastern
Europe, Soviet Union, China, and Japan has lengthened rather
than narrowed. The task, yet not begun, is to reverse this tendency.

